
VEST FIRST RESPONDER  |  CERTIFIED TRAINER SUPPLEMENT  |  FL EDITION

CONFIDENTIAL - FOR VEST CERTIFIED TRAINERS ONLY  |  firstresponderviolence.com Page 1

- VEST FIRST RESPONDER -

HELP FOR HEROES

FLORIDA
Self-Defense Law Reference Guide

Stand Your Ground (Original 2005) | Castle Doctrine | Immunity | First Responder Protections | Police Use of
Force

CERTIFIED TRAINER SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT

Intended exclusively for VEST Certified Trainers. Not a substitute for legal counsel.
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Florida is the original Stand Your Ground state, having enacted the first modern Stand Your Ground law in 2005

(Ch. 2005-27). Florida's self-defense framework - codified in Chapter 776 of the Florida Statutes - is one of the

most comprehensive in the country, providing no duty to retreat, a Castle Doctrine presumption, and both criminal

and civil immunity with the prosecution bearing the burden at immunity hearings. Florida also has some of the

strongest first-responder assault statutes, including aggravated manslaughter of EMS/fire personnel as a

standalone offense.

STATUTE SUBJECT MATTER

Fla. Stat. S. 776.012 Use of Force in Defense of Person - Stand Your Ground (No Duty to Retreat)

Fla. Stat. S. 776.013 Castle Doctrine - Dwelling, Residence, Occupied Vehicle Presumption

Fla. Stat. S. 776.031 Use of Force in Defense of Property

Fla. Stat. S. 776.032 Criminal and Civil Immunity for Justified Force (2017 Burden Shift)

Fla. Stat. S. 776.041 Use of Force by Aggressor - Limitations

Fla. Stat. S. 784.07
Assault or Battery on Law Enforcement, Firefighter, or EMS - Enhanced
Penalties

Fla. Stat. S. 782.07(3)
Aggravated Manslaughter of a Firefighter, EMT, or Paramedic - 1st Degree
Felony

Fla. Stat. S. 782.065 Murder of Law Enforcement Officer - Life Without Parole

PART I: THE FLORIDA SELF-DEFENSE STATUTORY FRAMEWORK

Fla. Stat. S. 776.012 - Use of Force in Defense of Person (Stand Your Ground)

"A person is justified in using or threatening to use deadly force if he or she reasonably believes that using or
threatening to use such force is necessary to prevent imminent death or great bodily harm to himself or
herself or another or to prevent the imminent commission of a forcible felony. A person who uses or threatens
to use deadly force in accordance with this subsection does not have a duty to retreat and has the right to
stand his or her ground if the person is not engaged in a criminal activity and is in a place where he or she
has a right to be." - Fla. Stat. S. 776.012(2)

Non-deadly force: justified when a person reasonably believes it is necessary to defend against another's

imminent unlawful use of force. No duty to retreat applies to non-deadly force as well, when lawfully present and

not engaged in criminal activity.

■ Reasonably believes - objective standard from actor's perspective at the moment.

■ Imminent - the threat must be immediate, not past or future.

■ Lawfully present - must be in a place where the person has a right to be.

■ Not engaged in criminal activity - persons committing crimes forfeit Stand Your Ground protection.

Fla. Stat. S. 776.013 - Castle Doctrine (Dwelling, Residence, Occupied Vehicle)
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"A person is presumed to have held a reasonable fear of imminent peril of death or great bodily harm to
himself or herself or another when using or threatening to use defensive force that is intended or likely to
cause death or great bodily harm to another if: (a) The person against whom the defensive force was used or
threatened was in the process of unlawfully and forcefully entering, or had unlawfully and forcibly entered, a
dwelling, residence, or occupied vehicle, or if that person had removed or was attempting to remove another
against that person's will from the dwelling, residence, or occupied vehicle; and (b) The person who uses or
threatens to use defensive force knew or had reason to believe that an unlawful and forcible entry or unlawful
and forcible act was occurring or had occurred." - Fla. Stat. S. 776.013(1)

Florida's Castle Doctrine covers three protected spaces: dwelling, residence, and occupied vehicle. The statutory

PRESUMPTION of reasonable fear is a powerful legal advantage - the prosecution must overcome it, not the

defender. This presumption does not apply when the person against whom force was used had a lawful right to be

in the location, or was a parent or guardian exercising lawful custody.

AMBULANCE AS OCCUPIED VEHICLE:

Florida's Castle Doctrine explicitly covers occupied vehicles, which includes ambulances. A violent forced entry into an
occupied Florida ambulance activates the statutory presumption of reasonable fear. Combined with the broader Stand
Your Ground no-retreat provision (S. 776.012), Florida EMS crews have among the strongest legal protections in the
country when attacked in or near their vehicles.

Fla. Stat. S. 776.032 - Criminal and Civil Immunity (2017 Burden Shift)

Florida's immunity provision is one of the strongest in the country. A person who uses force justified under SS.

776.012, 776.013, or 776.031 is immune from criminal prosecution AND civil action. The 2017 legislative

amendment (Ch. 2017-72) shifted the burden at pre-trial immunity hearings to the PROSECUTION, which must

now prove by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant is NOT entitled to immunity. This makes it

significantly harder to prosecute justified force cases in Florida.

■ Criminal immunity - charges must be dismissed at pre-trial hearing if immunity is established.

■ Civil immunity - lawsuits arising from justified force are barred.

■ Prosecution bears the burden - must prove by CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE that immunity does
not apply.

■ Attorney's fees - available to defendants who prevail at an immunity hearing.

PART II: DUTY TO RETREAT - FLORIDA'S POSITION

Florida has NO duty to retreat - this was the core of the original 2005 Stand Your Ground law. A person who is in a

place where they have a right to be, who is not engaged in criminal activity, has no duty to retreat before using

force - including deadly force - when they reasonably believe force is necessary to prevent imminent death, great

bodily harm, or a forcible felony.

■ No retreat required anywhere a person is lawfully present.

■ Applies to both deadly and non-deadly force when the conditions are met.

■ Inside dwelling, residence, or vehicle: Castle Doctrine presumption PLUS no-retreat.

■ Exception: Persons engaged in criminal activity or not lawfully present forfeit Stand Your Ground protection.
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■ Exception: Persons who provoked the confrontation do not receive Stand Your Ground protection unless they
clearly withdrew and communicated withdrawal.

PART III: FIRST RESPONDER ASSAULT - ENHANCED CRIMINAL PROTECTIONS

Fla. Stat. S. 784.07 - Assault or Battery on Law Enforcement, Firefighter, or EMS

Florida elevates assault and battery offenses by one degree when the victim is a law enforcement officer,

firefighter, or emergency medical care provider engaged in official duties. The attacker must knowingly commit the

assault or battery against these protected persons. Battery (misdemeanor) becomes a felony; aggravated battery

becomes a more serious felony.

■ Simple assault on officer/firefighter/EMS - elevated from 2nd degree misdemeanor to 1st degree
misdemeanor.

■ Simple battery on officer/firefighter/EMS - elevated from 1st degree misdemeanor to 3rd degree felony (up to
5 years).

■ Aggravated battery on officer/firefighter/EMS - elevated to 2nd degree felony (up to 15 years).

■ All enhanced charges include 'emergency medical care provider' by explicit statutory definition.

Fla. Stat. S. 782.07(3) - Aggravated Manslaughter of a Firefighter, EMT, or Paramedic

Florida creates a standalone 'aggravated manslaughter' offense for culpably negligent killing of a firefighter, EMT,

or paramedic performing official duties. This is a 1st Degree Felony carrying up to 30 years imprisonment -

significantly elevated from standard manslaughter (2nd Degree Felony, up to 15 years). The victim must be

engaged in the performance of their official duties at the time of the killing.

Fla. Stat. S. 782.065 - Murder of Law Enforcement Officer

Murder of a law enforcement officer results in mandatory life imprisonment without eligibility for release. While this

provision covers sworn officers rather than EMS/fire personnel directly, it demonstrates Florida's commitment to

the highest criminal consequences for attacks on public safety officials.

FLORIDA'S FIRST RESPONDER PROTECTION FRAMEWORK:

Florida's combination of enhanced assault penalties (S. 784.07), standalone aggravated manslaughter for killing
EMS/fire personnel (S. 782.07(3)), and the 30-year maximum for killing an on-duty firefighter, EMT, or paramedic
represents one of the most comprehensive first-responder protection frameworks in the country. Trainers should
ensure participants understand the full spectrum of criminal consequences for attacks on Florida first responders.

PART IV: POLICE USE OF FORCE & NECK RESTRAINT FRAMEWORK

Florida does NOT have a statewide statutory chokehold ban comparable to Delaware, Minnesota, Colorado, or

California. Police neck restraint policy in Florida is governed by Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE)

Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission standards and individual agency use-of-force policies.

■ NO statewide statutory chokehold or carotid restraint ban as of 2024-2025.

■ FDLE training standards classify neck restraints as high-risk techniques subject to the deadly force
justification standard.
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■ Many Florida agencies have administratively prohibited chokeholds through agency policy following 2020
nationwide reforms.

■ The Marsy's Law constitutional amendment (2018) provides additional victim rights protections that indirectly
strengthen accountability frameworks.

FIRST RESPONDERS VS. LAW ENFORCEMENT:

Florida's law enforcement use-of-force standards do not apply to civilian first responders in personal self-defense. An
EMS provider or firefighter using a defensive technique in lawful self-defense is evaluated under the civilian SS.
776.012 and 776.013 framework. There is no statutory prohibition on civilian Florida first responders using any
defensive technique in genuine life-safety self-defense.

PART V: APPLYING VEST PRINCIPLES UNDER FLORIDA LAW

1. Florida Offers the Strongest Immunity Framework in This Series

Fla. Stat. S. 776.032's 2017 burden shift places the burden on the PROSECUTION to prove by clear and

convincing evidence that immunity does not apply. This is the strongest pre-trial immunity standard in this state

series. A Florida first responder who uses proportionate, documented, lawful defensive force has a very strong

pre-trial immunity claim. Document thoroughly to support the immunity hearing.

2. Your Ambulance Carries a Statutory Presumption of Reasonable Fear

Florida's Castle Doctrine (S. 776.013) covers occupied vehicles with a statutory presumption that is among the

strongest in the country. A violent forced entry into your Florida ambulance activates this presumption. VEST

compartment security and vehicle lockdown protocols directly support the factual record for this protection.

3. Stand Your Ground Is Broad - But Has Important Limits

Florida's no-retreat rule applies everywhere you are lawfully present and not engaged in criminal activity.

However, it does not protect aggressors who provoked the confrontation without clearly withdrawing. VEST

training's emphasis on de-escalation and avoiding initial aggression is not just ethical - it preserves the Stand Your

Ground claim.

4. The Aggravated Manslaughter Statute Is a Major Deterrent

Florida's S. 782.07(3) creates a 1st Degree Felony with up to 30 years for culpably negligent killing of an on-duty

firefighter, EMT, or paramedic. VEST trainers should communicate this legal landscape clearly: the most reckless

attacks on Florida first responders carry consequences equivalent to attempted murder charges in many other

states.

5. De-Escalation Preserves Immunity and Demonstrates Proportionality

Even with broad Stand Your Ground protections, Florida's immunity framework is stronger when force was

proportionate and necessary. VEST Level I de-escalation curriculum creates the evidentiary record that force

became necessary only after alternatives were exhausted - strengthening both the underlying justification and the

immunity claim.

6. Partner Defense Is Fully Covered
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Fla. Stat. S. 776.012 explicitly covers use of force to protect another person. VEST Level III partner defense

training is directly backed by this statute. In Florida, the same Stand Your Ground protections and immunity

provisions apply when defending a partner.

7. Know When Force Ends

Florida's force standard requires 'imminent' threat - once the threat is neutralized, the justification ends. VEST's

continuous threat reassessment is both operationally and legally essential. Continuing force after neutralization

defeats both the S. 776.012 justification and the S. 776.032 immunity claim.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER
This document is produced by VEST First Responder LLC for educational and trainer development purposes only. It does not constitute
legal advice. Florida Statutes Chapter 776; Chapter 782; Chapter 784 statutes are subject to legislative amendment, and individual
incidents are always fact-specific. VEST Certified Trainers and their agencies should consult with a licensed attorney, their medical
director, and agency legal counsel before developing or delivering formal use-of-force or defensive tactics policies.
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